
 

Ankeny High School Vocal Music 

Midwest Tour 2026 
Preliminary Information 

Purpose: 

Trip opportunities in the Ankeny High School Vocal Music Department offer “once-in-a-lifetime” 
tour opportunities for all of our students in all ensembles. Trips offer AHS choir members the 
opportunity to learn from other conductors, interact with and perform for other students, and 
share their music with different audiences in settings outside of the Ankeny Community. 
Additionally, there are many “sight-seeing” and cultural opportunities, and the chance to travel 
with your friends!  Even if you’ve been to Gatlinburg, Nashville, St. Louis, or Kansas City before, 
you’ve never traveled with your choir family! 

Dates: 

April 15-20, 2026 (We will depart after school on April 15th.)  There is no school on April 20th.  
Students will miss classes on Thursday, April 16 and Friday, April 17. 

Trip Highlights*: 

Dollywood 

Dolly Parton’s Stampede  

Grand Ole Opry Show 

Opry Mills & Opryland Resort Shopping/Exploration 

Dinner & Line Dancing at The Nashville Palace 

The Parthenon, Nashville 

Music City Walk of Fame Park & Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park 



 

Trip highlights (cont) 

Gateway Arch Riverboat Cruise 

Kiener Plaza Park & The “Old Courthouse” 

Gateway Arch, St. Louis 

Museum of Westward Expansion, St. Louis 

Shopping at Country Club Plaza, Kansas City 

Donald J. Hall Sculpture Park, Kansas City 

Performance Exchange with Kansas City area high school 

Two Master Class/Clinics w/collegiate conductors 

Seven meals included in cost 

Four nights in hotels, overnight security provided 

Charter Bus Transporation 

*Itinerary is subject to change. 

  

 

Cost Information: 

Cost per student: Approximately $1,300.00/student 

*Important! Cost of the trip may fluctuate (up or down) based on: number of participants, 
changes in prices of itinerary items, fundraising efforts, etc. 

 



 

Payment Information: 

All payments will be made online directly to our travel company, Group Travel Planners. 

Information about how to register with the company’s payment system and make payments will 
be shared soon with those who commit to the trip. (See below.) 

  

Deposit: $190.00 (DUE November 6) 

Payment 1: $275.00 (DUE December 6) 

Payment 2: $275.00 (DUE January 6) 

Payment 3: $275.00 (DUE February 6) 

Payment 4: $275.00/Balance (based on final trip costs, results of fundraising efforts, etc.) (DUE 
March 6) 

  

 

 

Next Steps: 
1.       In order to obtain an accurate count so that our tour company can begin booking 
key itinerary items, securing tickets, finalize overall cost, etc., please complete the 
STATEMENT OF INTENT form and return it to your vocal music director by Monday, 
November 3.  We will assume that you are not participating in the trip if you do not 
return a form.  2.  Once intent forms are turned in…Make the $190.00 deposit online 
(Due November 6; Info forthcoming to those who commit to the trip.) 
3.       Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 6:00PM for a trip meeting.  All 
students traveling are required to attend this meeting; parents are strongly encouraged 
to attend. 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

AHS VOCAL MUSIC MIDWEST TOUR 2026 
   

Student Name_________________________________________Grade________________ 

  

Ensemble (please check one):​  

 ____Concert Choir      ____Cantorei​​ ____Chorale          ​ ____Ankeny Singers 

  

Please check: 

 _____ Our student is planning to travel on the Midwest Tour to Gatlinburg, Nashville, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City with the Ankeny High School Choirs.  We have read the preliminary 
information, and both understand and commit to the payment schedule. 

_____ Our student is planning to travel on the Midwest Tour to Gatlinburg, Nashville, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City.  We have read the preliminary information and would like to discuss an 
individual financial concern. 

_____I am interested in being a chaperone for this trip. (Note that the chaperone cost will be 
higher due to hotel room configurations.) (Depending on the amount of interest, chaperones will 
be selected using a lottery system.) 

  

____________________________________________________           ___________         

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                          ​Date 



 


